Agawam Middle School Council Minutes

October 29, 2009

The October meeting of the Middle School Council opened at 3:30 pm with a greeting from Mr. Costanzi to Council members: J. Benjamin, K. Langevin, E. Fowler, and C. Young. Members of the Council were introduced to J. Fedor, the Council’s new member. 

Superintendent Dr. Czajkowski’s school year’s theme, “Be The Change” was discussed. Agawam Middle School is currently at Level 3 status because Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) is not being met. Several sub-groups including Special Education, low income and English Language Learners (ELL) are not meeting AYP goals. Agawam Middle School staff has met to help change the classrooms into “student centered” classrooms. The goal of the Middle School administration and staff is to become a “no status” school. 

The role of the School Council was reviewed. The primary goal of the Council is to update, on a yearly basis, the “School Improvement Plan.” Another goal of the Council is to promote school climate, or what happens in the building. Questions regarding school events and happenings including building and construction are also addressed during Council meetings. One example: the Middle School celebrated student achievement with the “Honor Roll Breakfast.” 

The budget update stated there were to be no cuts to the Chapter 70 monies to the school.

The construction update included the fact that the Library is to be updated. The Middle School Band room will be moved to the existing Library. Building maintenance staff will take care of the electrical needs for televisions and computers. At this point the rough wiring and ductwork are complete in the new construction areas of the school. 

Updates to staff include: C. Johnston, as a Math coach, K. Oberheim as a long term substitute in Intensive Math, and K. Rose as a permanent building substitute. With the retirement of J. Bouchie, the Middle School welcomes the new librarian from the Agawam High School, Elaine Mokrzycki. The need for a volunteer in the Library was also announced. 

PTO news included an explanation of the Butter Braids fundraiser at the Middle School. 

Several dates for future meetings were set, including: the next meeting on November 17th, and meetings on December 17th, February 25th, and April 29th. Changes and additions to the schedule may be made. 

The October meeting of the Agawam Middle School Council was adjourned at 4:45 pm. 

