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BIG BROTHER
IS WATCHING
English — 12 Honors ~ Summer Reading Requirements 2011
1984
by George Orwell

Step 1: Before you read 1984 (also listed as Nineteen Eighty-Four), read the attached
sheet titled Uropias and Anti-Utopias. Then read the book.

Step 2:

Once you have read the book, complete the two worksheets, Language, Irony and
Paradox and The World of Doublespeak. Bring these completed worksheets to class to
share within the first four days of school in September (along with your Creative Poster
Project described below).

Step 3: Write an essay of your choice from the topics on the attached Essay Choice
Sheet. Length: Minimum two and a half pages. Deadline: August 17, 2011

e CHOOSE A TOPIC YOU LIKE AND BE SURE TO USE DEVELOPED IDEAS
SUPPORTED BY EXAMPLES TO MAKE YOUR IMPORTANT POINTS.

e UPLOAD YOUR ESSAY ONTO TURNITIN.COM.

e FOLLOW SUBMISSION DIRECTIONS BELOW:

e ONCE YOU HAVE LOGGED ONTO TURNITIN USING YOUR PERSONAL
EMAIL AND PASSWORD, YOU WILL NEED AN ASSIGNMENT
REGISTRATION NUMBER AND PASSWORD (SEE BELOW) . FIRST
CHECK TO SEE WHICH TEACHER YOU HAVE.

e FOR MRS. MOREN, CLASS ID NUMBER IS 4084361 AND
PASSWORD: moren

e FOR MR. KANDAR, CLASS ID NUMBER IS 4084524
PASSWORD: kandar

(Email addresses for Mr. Kandar and Mrs. Moren are listed on the next page.)

e Note: Follow the standard MLA format as closely as possible for each paper,
using double-spaced, 12-point font Ariel or Times New Roman, including 17
margins, etc) Cite all quotes by identifying the page number. Use MLA heading
and DO NOT use a cover page. To see examples of this format, search for website
Owl at Purdue MLA.

Step 4.
CREATIVE PROJECT:

Hands-On Project Due First Week of School:

Create a display, poster or diorama portraying the philosophy/beliefs expressed in the
novel using any art work, doodles, graffiti, etc. you wish, reflecting the tone and/or
attitude of the society or characters described in the book. Be creative and ready to bring
your project into school within the first four days of class.




English 12 Honors cmoren(@agawamteachers.org  dkandar@agawamteachers.org

If you have questions please e-mail Mr. Kandar or Mrs. Moren :

Students with last names A-L Mr. Kandar: dk@agawamteachers.org Or call
- (413) 323-7288

Students with last names M-Z Mrs. Moren: cmoren(@agawamteachers.org

**Please sign this form below and return it with your paperwork. **

I have read the above information and understand the summer reading and writing
requirements for English 12 Honors for Fall 2011.

Parent Guardian Signature:

Student Signature:
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Utopias and Anti-Utopias

Utopian literature is a type of literature that describes an ideal society,
the perfect place to live.

Utopian literature dates back as far as Plato’s Republic (325? B.c.), where he
describes how to construct the ideal political, social, and economic state.

Yet the term utopia was actually first used over eighteen hundred years
later during the Renaissance. In 1516, Sir Thomas More published a Latin
work depicting a society on the island of New Utopia that was governed
totally by reason and not by greed, ambition, or emotion. Hence, More was
the first person to use the term to indicate the perfect, ideal society.

The term utopia corhes from two Greek words that mean “no place” and “the
good place.” Therefore, utopian literature is often criticized as describing
a place that is too unrealistic to exist or applauded for offering creative,
visionary improvements in the human environment that present society
can strive for and hope to attain.

Utopian literature often comes about during periods of history where there
are great transitions in society. It is no surprise, therefore, that many of
our notable utopian works come from the late nineteenth century as English
society underwent a transformation from agriculture to industralization
as the foundation of its economy and society. Edward Bellamy's Looking
Backward (1888), William Morris's News from Nowhere (1890), and H.G.
Wells's A Modern Utopia (1905) all depict attractive future societies free
from social, economic, and criminal problems. ‘

In the twentieth century, a new type of anti-utopian literature evolved to
challenge the ideas of the perfectly planned and controlled societies of
the nineteenth century. Often called a dystopia, meaning “the bad place,”
this type of story describes societies that are dominated by inhuman
technology and oppressive authoritarianism. These dystopias depict hor-
rible future societies, devoid of personal freedoms, where the members of
society are victims of political or scientific control. George Orwell's 1984
(1949) and Aldous Huxley's Brave New World (1932) are two of the most
notable examples of this genre. Yet there are other important examples of
dystopias that are found in both Russian and American literature, namely
Jack London's The Iron Heel (1907), Yevgeny Zamyatin's We (1925}, and
Kurt Vonnegut's Player Piano (1951).

The battle between utopian and anti-utopian literature continues to this
day. Often utopian ideas are addressed not only in fiction such as in
B. F. Skinner's Walden Two (1948), but also in philosophical and social

analyses such as Alvin Toffler's Future Shock (1970) and The Third Wave
(1980). '

In either case, humanity has demonstrated a need to develop utopian ideas
as a means and a tool to plan for humanity’s future survival.

: -
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Language, Irony, and’Paradox

Part A.

Directions: Using your text, define the following terms.

1. Telescreen

2. Thought Police
3. Two Minutes Hate
4. Big Brether

5. The Brotherhood
6. Newspeak

7. Ingsoc

8. Inmer Party

9. Outer Party

10. Proles

11. Doublethink

12 Vapoﬂze '

13. Airstrip One
Part B.

Directions: Answer each of the following questions using Part 1 of the nove
1

What are the _).”our ministn'.es that govern Airstrip One?

In what way is each ministry ironic in its purpose and function?
What are the three “sacred principles” of Il;lgsoc?

Why is Newspeak S0 important? How is Newqu{:lk iron_gi:?

What are the three Party slogans?

© COPYRIGHT, The Center for Learning. Used with permission. Not for resale.
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6. A paradox states an apparent contradiction that also contains a kind of truth when seen
in a certain way. For example, when a poet says that the beloved's coldness towards him
only serves to make the fire of his love grow stronger, this is a paradox. Coldness does
not create fire, but in the context of a relationship, the woman's coldness to the man may
make him love her miore deeply or become more determined to win her love as he desires

the person who is not attainable.

In what ways can the Party slogans express paradoxes?

Describe the kinds of relationships that exist between the following pairs of people in Air-

strip One. How are these relationships ironic when compared to similar relationships that
exist today? :

Parent/ckﬁld_Thé Parson Family

Husband /wife—Winston and Katherine

Worker/worker—Winston and coworkers (Tﬂlotson, Symes, O'Brien)

© COPYRIGHT, The Center for Learning. Used with permission. Not for resale.
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The World of Doublespeak

In Orwell’'s 1984, doublethink is a form of mind control where a person is able to believe con-
trary ideas or facts at the same time and to forget that one is consciously doing it. Whatever}
is deemed to be true by the Inner Party is automatically accepted as true by all Party members
even if it contradicts what was said to be true previously. Today the sky is stated by the Party
to be green, yesterday it was purple. By using doublethink, both statements are accepted by
all as true. Truth is whatever the Party says is true at the moment. This is a satire on the
conformity of thought urged and enforced in cértain societies during Orwell's time (Germany,
Russia, and Spain). Although this extremé form of mass mind control has not taken shape in
our present societies, a lesser version has evolved. This version is called doublespeak.

What is doublespeak? Accordhfg to William Lutz, a prefessor at Rutgers Umniversity who has
written books on the subject, it is language that attempts to deceive, hides true meaning, and
prevents clear thought.

Doublespeak is language which pretends to communicate but really doesn't.
It is language which makes the bad seem good, the negative appear positive,
the unpleasant appear attractive, or at least tolerable. It is language which
avoids or shifts responsibility, language which is at variance with its real
or purported meaning. It is language which conceals or prevents thought.
Doublespeak is language which does not extend thought but limits it.!

The National Council of Teachers of English has been tracking doublespeak since the early
1970s. A Committee on Public Doublespeak was formed to search out abuses of language by .
the government, industry, advertisers, military, health care, educators, ‘and anyone who influ-
ences public policy in our country. This committee gives out annual awards to those who have
most abused or misused the language. Below, a partial list of doublespeak expressions the
committee has uncovered is printed.

Part A.

Directions: Matfch each doublespeak expression with its meaning. Write the letter-of your an-
swer on the line provided after the expression.

Term Meaning Choices

Military ‘

1. Front-leaning rest exercises S a. Retreat
2. Preemptive counterattack — b. Invasion

54, eale supporf = c. Civilian casualties
4. Servicing the target . e d. Push-ups

5. Wood interdental stimulators = e. Toothpicks

6. Collateral damage — ? Bombing

7. Tactical redeployment = g. Nuclear bomb

8. Large potentially disruptive reentry ——— h. Killing the enemy

system

"William Lutz, “Fourteen Years of Doublespeak,” English Journal (March 1988): 40.
© COPYRIGHT, The Center for Learning. Used with permission. Not for resale.
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Term

Business and Industry

9.

10.
L
12.
13
14.
L5
116:
§ L
18.
3
20.
217

Career scanning professional
Social-expression product
Non-performing aséj,ets
Management turnovers
Excessed

Controlled flight into terrain
Negative patient-care outcome
Inhalation hazard

Resource development park
Adult correctional institution
Environmentaily destabilized
Energetic disassembly
Guest-relation facility -

Governmernt

22.
23.
24.
25

Sub-standard housing
Revenue enhancement
Poorly buffered precipitation

Period of accelerated negative
growth

Part B.

Meaning

a g

Choices
i. Greeting card
j. Fired from job
k. Plane crash
1. Polluted
m. Dump
n.. Cashier
o. Bad loans
Prison
Death.in a hospital
r. Poison gas
s. Job layoffs
t. Toilet
u. Nuclear-power-plant explosion
v. Recession
w. Ghetto
x. Taxes
y. Acid rain

Professor William Lutz writes that “doublespeak is not the product of careless language or
sloppy thinking.” Rather it is “the product of clear thinking and is language carefully designed

. to mislead . . .

to distort reality . . .

to corrupt the mind.™

Directions: Select three doublespeak expressions from the list in part A ‘and write them on
the followxng lines. Beside each one explain why this doublespeak expression was created and
how it misleads the reader.

1L

*Ibid.
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