AP European History
Summer Work 2011
Mr. Treon

The Advanced Placement European History Class is primarily designed to prepare students to
take the A P. Examination in European History at the end of their junior or senior year. The
curriculum includes political, social, and economic historical aspects and events since 1450.
Students must assimilate and utilize facts obtained from readings that are frequently college-
level, including daily readings from the class text.

Because of the volume of material that must be covered before the exam in early May, it is
necessary for all incoming enrolled students to complete a summer assignment. Failure to
complete this assignment will result in a serious impact on your first term grade.

You need to complete the following:
1. Part 1, Read Medieval Europe that has been provided. Answer each of the discussion

questions in COMLPETE SENTENCES. Also, define each of the following identification items
in COMPLETE SENTENCES.

2. Part 11, Document Based Questions. The following documents provide information about
the Middle Ages in Europe. Examine each document carefully and answer the question below in
COMPLETE SENTENCES.

3. Part TIT, Analyzing Primary Sources and Point of View. The following documents
analyze the debate on whether the Renaissance was a unique period or a continuation of the
Middle Ages. Analyze the following excerpts and answer the questions that follow in
COMPLETE SENTENCES.

4 Part IV, European Map Assignment. You will be provided with three blank maps of
Europe. The first map is for countries. The second is for cities. The third is for geographical
features (bodies of water, rivers, mountain ranges, and peninsulas). A list of locations will also
be provided.

If you have any questions, please email me at jtreon@agawamteachers.org. The assignment is
due before the first day of school. Work can be dropped off in the main office at the high school
all summer. For everyday it is late ten points will be deducted off of the grade. The summer
work will count as a test for term one.

Extra copies of summer work can be found on the school’s website



Part |:

“Medieval Europe: From the Fall of Rome to the Renaissance”
Answer each of the discussion questions, by hand and on a separate sheet of paper, in complete sentences. Also
based on this reading, define and explain each of the identification items.

This assignment should be completed and ready to hand in the first day in class when you return to school in
August after summer break. You should also be prepared for a quiz that covers this material on the first
week of school.

“Medieval Europe: From the Fall of Rome to the Renaissance”
A Background Reading Linking Classical To Modern Times

From approximately 200 B.C. to 476 A.D., the "civilized" areas of Europe and the Near East were dominated,
ruled, and imprinted with a lasting influence from the Roman Empire. At its greatest extent, the Roman Empire
stretched east to include Greece, Turkey, Syria, Mesopotamia and Persia; it stretched south to encompass Africa
north of the Sahara from the Atlantic to Egypt; and, it stretched north and west in Europe with its frontiers on the
Danube and the Rhine and included Great Britain south of Scotland and Hadrian's Wall. This great empire
crumbled for a variety of reasons including: internal political corruption; the economic and social difficulties
arising from ruling such a vast territory; the high cost of warfare to maintain the empire; labor surplus problems
largely caused by slavery; overindulgence by the citizenry; and immorality, indolence, and reduced production
causing heavy public welfare expenses. Religious and ethnic strife caused division of the people of Rome from
within while Germanic tribes invaded the Empire from the North and East. The fall of Rome actually occurred
gradually over a period of many years, but is usually set at 476 A.D., the year Odoacer, a chieftain from a
Germanic tribe, seized the city and proclaimed himself emperor.

Although the Western Roman Empire and the government in Rome itself fell, the Empire lived on in the East.
The Emperor Diocletian had divided the Empire during his reign (284-305) to increase administrative efficiency.
The Emperor Constantine (reigned, 324-337) had erected a new capital on the site of the Greek city of
Byzantium, which controlled the passage from the Black Sea to the Mediterranean, calling it Constantinople.
Theodosius | (r. 378-395) was the last emperor to actually rule both portions of the Empire simultaneously. The
Eastern Roman, or Byzantine, Empire contained more diverse nationalities than the West. The dominant
language of the Byzantine Empire was Greek rather than Latin, and it featured a much heavier influence from
Hellenistic, Semitic, and Persian cultures. The Byzantine Empire contained most of the Roman Empire's rich
commercial centers including Alexandria, Athens, and Damascus, as well as Constantinople. While Rome and the
western Empire fell, the Byzantine Empire survived at Constantinople, the modern city of Istanbul, until 1453
when it was conquered by the Ottoman Turks. Only then did the city cease to be the cultural and economic
center of Byzantine rule in the East.

During the centuries of Roman rule, the entire civilized European world was united under one rule (the Romans
called everyone who was not Roman a barbarian). When Rome fell, that union also vanished: for centuries there
was no unity and there were no nations as we know them today. As the many nomadic Germanic tribes from
northern Europe moved across the continent during this period, sometimes called the "Dark Ages", what
political organization did exist in Europe grew out of the tribal organization of these peoples. Only a few of these
tribes made a lasting impression. The Angles and Saxons established their rule and culture in Great Britain
(hence the name "Angleland") and the Eranks (as in “France") dominated northern and western Europe. The




Vandals are remembered for their especially destructive behavior, and the word Gothic (from the Goths) was
later used to describe these tribes collectively.

Charlemagne (French for Charles the Great) was King of the Franks from 768-814 and was able to unite most of
western Europe into the Frankish Kingdom which lasted from 800-860. On Christmas Day, 800 A.D., after
restoring Pope Leo Il (reigned, 795-816) in Rome from which he had been driven by invaders, Charlemagne
(reigned, 768-814) was crowned by the Pope as "Emperor of the Romans". The Frankish Kingdom then
became known as the Holy Roman Empire, a name that would remain until the Empire was dissolved by
Napoleon in 1806. Voltaire would later note that it was neither Holy, nor Roman, and not an empire because it
was only a confederation of German tribal states. This was the first serious attempt (many others would follow)
to re-establish the rule and grandeur of Europe along the lines of the fallen Roman Empire, which has continued
to be a mythical ideal to be re-established someday. It also established an entangling relationship between
Church and State that would dominate Europe for centuries.

At this time in history, without modern communication methods and with travel more difficult and hazardous
than ever, it was difficult even for good rulers to maintain strict control over wide-spread lands. Thus, governing
rested mainly in the hands of the local nobility. When Charlemagne died, his empire passed to his son, Louis |,
"the Pious" (reigned, 814-840), who in turn divided the empire among his three sons. These sections roughly
became some of the main divisions of Western Europe we find today: France, Germany and the middle kingdom
of northern Italy. However, Charlemagne's grandsons, the rulers of these three kingdoms were far less than
competent. Between their poor rule and the continuing invasions of Europe by Moslems, Slavs, Magyars and
Vikings (or Norsemen), Charlemagne's empire was lost except in name and tradition.

After the breakup of Charlemagne's empire, European political organization was characterized by weak kings
and strong nobles or lords who ruled their estates rather independently. This kind of political organization is
known as feudalism. Feudalism was also a social and economic organization based on a series of reciprocal
relationships. The king in theory owned the land which he granted to lords who in return would give service,
usually in the form of military aid, to the king. The receiver of the land became a vassal, and these grants of land
were known as fiefs. Sometimes these fiefs were larger than a lord could himself administer. So he, in turn,
granted use of part of the land to lesser lords who pledged their service in return. This system continued on until,
at the lowest level, a knight (the lowest level of this landed nobility) administered only a small feudal estate.

Each of these lords was part of the nobility and therefore above the level of true labor. The actual farming and
other necessary labor on the land were performed by serfs who were bound to the land and actually transferred
from one landlord to another with its title. They produced the necessities of the estate. In return, they received
protection by the nobles and a share of the produce of the land. The serf was not a slave in the true legal sense,
for a class of slaves, usually prisoners from war, did exist. A small class of free men also existed having won their
freedom for themselves and their descendants for service to some past lord. They usually performed the special
skills of craftsmen, artisans, and merchants and were the beginning of a middle class.

During the middle Ages, warfare was almost constant between lords who fought for power, land, or wealth.
Probably hardest hit by this near-constant warfare were the serfs whose homes and fields were often the scenes
of battles and suffered the damages. Indeed, the very slave-like status of the serf was due to his need for
protection from this warfare. Feudal manors provided both political and social organization, as mentioned
above. They also were individual economic units, nearly self-sufficient due to medieval warfare, the difficulties
of travel, and the resultant lack of trade. The feudal estate featured a manor-home, usually a fortified castle
surrounded by protective walls, belonging to the lord, surrounded by fields, herds and villages where serfs lived
and worked. The serfs by their labor provided everything needed on the estate.






